
We co-chair the Social Enterprise Group
of the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP)
- driving business support and understanding
of social enterprise in regional economic policy.

HOTSW LEP Productivity strategy
adopts policy to raise productivity to
drive prosperity for all.

We co-chair the Plymouth Inclusive Growth Group.
Inclusive growth is adopted as a key economic
policy for the city.

Inclusive Growth becomes central
to Plymouth's Resurgam COVID
economic recovery strategy.

10th Social Enterprise
City Festival - we are still sponsors.

PSEN holds first full day social enterprise festival.
We helped develop, sponsored and attended the festival.

Plymouth Social Enterprise Network
(PSEN) constituted.
Iridescent is a founder member.

Our lead director elected
chair of PSEN.

PSEN research finds there are 150
social businesses in Plymouth.

Directory of Social Enterprises in
Plymouth published.

Plymouth City Council (PCC) starts its Social Enterprise
Investment Fund. This eventually sees £2.5m invested in
40 local social enterprises.

Founded May 
16th 2011.

Awarded Social
Enterprise Mark.

Community Research
Award won from
University of Plymouth:
researching women in
social enterprise.

Shortlisted as Plymouth
Herald’s Social
Enterprise of the Year.

Why Impact?
White paper
published.

‘Trailblazing
newcomer’
in national
SE100 index.

Working with Zebra Collective to start the
POP ideas service. In first year this raises
over £1m against an investment of £40,000.

Delivered Plymouth University’s Social Enterprise
Growth Programme. We raised £100,000 of
investment and supported 25 businesses.

We present Social Enterprise City to the
All Party Parliamentary Group on Social
Enterprise at the House of Commons.

Finalist in Social
Enterprise Mark's
national 'Making a
Mark' award.

Launched the Forerunner
Prize - investing in tech
social enterprises. 
The winners CanAdvice
received 6 months of
business support.

POP ideas becomes a partnership between
Iridescent and Plymouth Octopus Project.

We became a delivery partner to £1.7m EU
funded Enhance Social Enterprise business
support scheme.

Collective impact of Enhance:
414 social enterprises supported;
140 jobs created; 146 new social
enterprises started.

We become a partner in the £1.5 million
Rank RISE programme for Plymouth.

We support 182 people through
the Rank RISE programme.
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O U R  A C T I V I T I E S

Plymouth becomes
UK's first Social
Enterprise City. We
led this successful bid.

PSEN found 30% more
social businesses in
Plymouth than in 2015.

By 2017 Plymouth’s Social Enterprise
City status has seen over £6m
investment and support brought to
the city.

Highly commended
for Social Impact at
national Social
Enterprise
(SEUK) awards.

We present at the global Social
Enterprise World Forum about
our Plymouth experience.

Collective POP ideas
impact: £7.3million
raised for 259
organizations in
Plymouth.


